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SUBJECT: SWAPO PRESIDENT MEETS WITH BELGIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER SIMONET 

REF: A) STATE 46157, B) THE HAGUE 0897 

1 . SUMMARY: SWAPO PRESIDENT SAM NUJOMA, IN BRUSSELS 
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FEBRUARY 23-25, MEETS WITH BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
HENRI SIMONET THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 24. FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AFRICAN AFFAIRS OFFICER (VAN OVERBERGHE), 

WHO ATTENDED THE MEETING, GAVE US THE FOLLOWING READ-OUT. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. VAN OVERBERGHE TOLD US THAT NUJOMA, ACCOMPANIED 
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BY A MR. TJONGARERO AND AN UNIDENTIFIED "SECRETARY 
OF EDUCATION," BEGAN THEIR PRESENTATION BY TELLING SIMONET 
THAT SWAPO HAS VIEWED BELGIUM AS A "TRUTHFUL ALLY" SINCE 
BELGIUM HOSTED THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
NAMIBIA IN 1972. MUJOMA SAID THAT SWAPO VIEWS UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION 385 AS THE BASIS FOR A NAMIBIA SOLUTION 
AND STRESSED THAT THE RESOLUTION CALLED ON THE "ENTIRE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY" TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR A 
SOLUTION. ON THE QUESTION OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS IN 
NAMIBIA, NUJOMA TOLD SIMONET THAT PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 
"NEEDED A FACE-SAVING DEVICE" AND THIS WAS THE REASON 
THAT SWAPO HAD AGREED TO ALLOW 1500 SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS 
TO BE STATIONED IN NAMIBIA, HE SAID THAT SWAPO WILL KEEP 
ON INSISTING THAT THESE TROOPS BE KEPT "IN THE SOUTH" 

AND IN ONLY ONE PLACE IF POSSIBLE. 

3. REGARDING WALVIS BAY, NUJOMA TOLD SIMONET THAT THE 
ENCLAVE HAD ALWAYS BEEN ADMINISTERED FROM WINDHOEK AND 
THAT THEREFORE TO ARGUE THAT IT BELONGED TO CAPETOWN WAS 
A "REVERSAL OF HISTORY." HE EMPHASIZED THAT WALVIS 

BAY WAS AN "INTEGRAL PART OF NAMIBIA" AND SWAPO WOULD 
NOT BUDGE ON THIS POINT. HE SAID THE CONTACT GROUP KNOWS 
THAT THERE CANNOT BE A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE NAMIBIA 
QUESTION WITHOUT INCLUDING WALVIS BAY. 

4. NUJOMA SAID THAT THE UN ADMINISTRATOR IN NAMIBIA MUST 
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HAVE AT HIS DISPOSAL AN "ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE" AS 
WELL AS MILITARY POWER TO SUPERVISE FREE ELECTIONS. THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WAS A "RUTHLESS REGIME" SIMILAR 
TO THAT OF "NAZI GERMANY" AND, THEREFORE "CANNOT BE 
TRUSTED." THE PRESENT POLICE FORCES IN NAMIBIA ARE 
EQUIPPED WITH MILITARY EQUIPMENT RATHER THAN POLICE 
EQUIPMENT. THIS MILITARY EQUIPMENT MUST BE TAKEN FROM 
THEM. 

5. ON POLITICAL PRISONERS, NUJOMA TOLD SIMONET THAT SWAPO 
HAS APPROXIMATELY "1000 DISSIDENTS" UNDER DETENTION IN 
ZAMBIA AND TANZANIA. THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN 
"PLANTED" BY SOUTH AFRICA IN THE SWAPO RANKS. SWAPO IS 
WILLING TO RELEASE THEM IN EXCHANGE FOR THE RELEASE OF 
SWAPO PRISONERS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

6. NUJOMA SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN "NO POSSIBILITY" 

OF POSITIVE RESULTS COMING FROM THE RECENT UN PROXIMITY 
TALKS BECAUSE SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA 
HAD ARRIVED IN NEW YORK WITH "PREJUDGED IDEAS." IT WAS 
NO SUPRISE, THEREFORE, THAT HE LEFT AS SOON AS HE DID. 
NEVERTHELESS, SWAPO REMAINS PREPARED TO CONTINUE THE 
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PROCESS TOWARDS PEACE AND IS PREPARED TO OPEN NEW NEGOTIA- 
TIONS AT ANY TIME. 

7. FOREIGN MINISTER SIMONET TOLD NUJOMA THAT HE HAD 
JUST CONSULTED WITH THE CONTACT GROUP AS WELL AS WITH 
BELGIUM'S ALLIES AND THEREFORE HIS COMMENTS REFLECTED 
THEIR VIEWS AND NOT SOLELY THE VIEWS OF THE BELGIAN 
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GOVERNMENT. HE URGED NUJOMA NOT TO LET THE "MOMENTUM 
PASS" AND SAID THAT NOW THAT NEGOTIATIONS HAD BEGUN 
THEY MUST BE KEPT GOING. HE SAID THAT THE INDEPENDENCE 
OF NAMIBIA WAS THE PRIORITY GOAL OF THIS NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS AND THAT THE STATIONING OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS 
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THROUGHOUT NAMIBIA WAS "NOT ACCEPTABLE." HE TOLD NUJOMA 
THAT IT WAS "ADVISABLE" THAT UN FORCES SUPREVISE THE 
NAMIBIAN ELECTIONS. AS FOR THE WALVIS BAY ISSUE, SIMONET 
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SAID THAT HE DID NOT THINK THAT A SOLUTION TO THAT 
PROBLEM COULD BE FOUND BEFORE NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE. 

HE CLOSED HIS REMARKS BY STRESSING TO NUJOMA THAT BELGIUM 
IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER, EITHER ALONE OR WITH HER ALLIES, 

ANY PROPOSALS THAT SWAPO MAKES THAT WILL HBLP LEAD TOWARDS 
A "PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT." 

8. NUJOMA ASKED SIMONET FOR BELGIAN SUPPORT IN THE 
UNSC. THE UNGA AND WITH HER E.C. PARTNERS. SIMONET REPLIED 
THAT SWAPO COULD COUNT ON BELGIAN SUPPORT IN THE UN 

AND THAT BELGIUM WOULD DISCUSS EC-9 SUPPORT OF SWAPO WITH 
HER EC PARTNERS. AT THIS JUNCTURE. SIMONET LEFT FOR A 
CABINET MEETING AND CHEF DE CABINET CAHEN ASKED NUJOMA 
ABOUT CURRENT PRESS ALLEGATIONS THAT SWAPO HAD KIDNAPPED 
NAMIBIAN CHILDREN AND CARRIED THEM OFF TO ANGOLA. NUJOMA 
DUBBED THESE STORIES "SOUTH AFRICAN PROPAGANDA" AND SAID 
THAT A GROUP OF NAMIBIAN CHILDREN HAD "VOLUNTARILY" GONE 
TO ANGOLA UNDER SWAPO ESCORT AND PROTECTION. 

9. CAHEN TOLD NUJOMA THAT THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HAD 
DECIDED TO PROVIDE ONE MILLION BELGIAN FRANCS 

TO THE UN SPECIAL NAMIBIA FUND. NUJOMA 

ASKED FOR BELGIAN HUMANITARIAN AID TO NAMIBIA AND CAHEN 
REPLIED THAT THE MATTER WOULD BE STUDIED. 

10. VAN OVERBERGHE TOLD US THAT THE SWAPO LEADERS WILL 
LEAVE FEBRUARY 25 FOR GENEVA AND HAD TOLD HIM THEY THEN 
WOULD BE GOING TO AFRICA RATHER THAN RETURNING TO NEW YORK. 
VAN OVERBERGHE SAID THE SWAPO GROUP HAD ALREADY VISITED 
THE HAGUE, STOCKHOLM, AND HELSINKI ON THIS CURRENT 
EUROPEAN SWING AND HAD CANCELLED A PLANNED PARIS STOP. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT NEW ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM AND 
THE EC, LUIS JOSE DE ALMEIDA, WILL GIVE A RECEPTION 
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FOR THE SWAPO LEADERS THE EVENING OF FEBRUARY 24. 

1 1 . WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING PERIODIC RUN DOWNS 
ON CURRENTS NAMIBIAN AND ANGOLAN DEVELOPMENTS AS 
APPROPRIATE. CHAMBERS 
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